RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
audience that the failure was their fault, and they went away thoroughly ashamed of themselves for having spoiled what would otherwise have been a most interesting experience.
Telepathy
Another branch of psychical research which may be connected with physics is that  of thought-reading or telepathy, especially that between people not far from each  other.   The  first  experiments  published  on  this subject were made in 1884 on girls employed in a draper's shop in Liverpool.   These were tested in the physical laboratory at Liverpool University by Sir Oliver Lodge, and he satisfied himself that they, when blindfolded and when precautions were taken against the use of a -code of signals, could describe, and in some cases give a rough copy, of a drawing made in sight of the rest of the audience and therefore presumably in their thoughts.    Compared with other branches of psychical research, little has been done on this short-range thought transference between living people, though it was this which first suggested the idea.   One reason for this is that this power of thought reading is exceedingly rare, very much rarer than was at first supposed.   Another reason is that attention was at first directed to thought transference between the living and the dead, which raises much deeper and more important questions.   In my opinion the investigation of short-range thought transference is of the highest importance.   It is quite possible, indeed very probable, that it may turn out to be of an entirely different character from the kind of thought transference that is supposed to occur in dreams or premonitions.   This does not seem to be 154